[t’s stunning estate of the art

landscapes and
cityscapes, while Small
is a painter, whose
name has become syn-
onymous with painting
bold and striking por-
traits on to bits of met-

it’s like to live on the
other side of privilege
in the urban environ-
ment.

As Brown explains: “I
went to see an exhibi-
tion of Matthew’s about
a year ago, and loved it.

“I called him up and
we started experiment-
together digitally.

“Once we started to
see how the two styles
could fit together, we
came up with the idea
for this show”.

What makes this
exhibition all the more
appealing is that both
arnsts have been
inspired by Arlington
House, a community
centre for the homeless
and immigrant com-
munities living in and
around Camden.

) Currgnﬂylmdergo—
ing major redevelop-
ment, Brown and
Small make use of con-
crete slabs, old cup-
boards, bricks and oth-
er materials that have
come loose from the
building, and we get a
real sense of both the
building and its inhabi-
tants.

In Abbey Road
Estate, Small paints on
to an old cupboard, in

Ever since Small
graduated from the
Royal College of Art in
2000, he has pursued an
almost exclusively
urban agenda.

Theveryﬁrstpm
ing you see on entering
the gallery, Venus and
Ipod, is Brown'’s blown-
up image of a flanked
by images of a housing
estate.

The effect is almost
mesmerising — and is a
prime example of how
the two mediums of
painting and photogra-
phy can work together.

Brown and Small
have included mem-
bers of the community
as far as possible.

The graffiu back-
drops behind many of
the paintings and pho-
tographs on display

were created during
workshops with local
youth groups.
Elsewhere, in the
upper gallery, a box
room is dedicated to a
series of pencil por-
traits Small has drawn
of all his subjects, which
they will be given at the
end of the exhibition.
This is a triumph of
an exhibition, showing
how great art can be
used in a socially inclu-
sive way, celebrating
the often unseen,
always ‘Underexposed’
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